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The preparation of this Ghana Youth M anifesto benefitted from overwhelming support from
variousorganisations, groupsand individuds. First and foremost, wewould like to recognize our
own efforts as young people in championing and leading the processes that culminated in the
preparaion of thismanifesto-including mobilising at the grassrootsthrough the Voices of Youth
Cadition and collecting inputsfrom dl theten regionsof Ghana T he contentsof thisM anifesto
represent our story and atestimony of our resolveto work together in contributing meaningfully
tothedevelopment of our nation.

T hroughout theyear-long processof developingthisM anifesto, the Project Advisory Committee
(PAC) has provided guidance and support in ensuring that, even in the face of chdlenges and
frugtration, we have achieved thismilestone. We are therefore very grateful to dl the ingtitutions
that congtitutethe PAC, andin particular their representativeswho spent many hourseach month
reviewingprogress.

We wish to thank the Youth Empowerment Synergy (YES-Ghana) for initiating the "Voice of
Youth' project through which the idea of a Ghana Youth Manifesto was conceived. We are
paticularly grateful to the leadership, staff and volunteers of YES-Ghana for convening and
hosting the secretariat of the Voices of Youth Codlition which servesasthe hub for coordinating
our nationwide network. We are dso grateful to theinterim membersof the N aiona Executive
Committee of the Codition who haveworked tirelesdy over thelast year to expand membership
and engagement of anationwide movement of young people.

The writing and Coordination Taskforce deserves speciad mention for their role in compiling,
clugtering and summarising the thousands of raw inputsthat were received for the Ghana Youth
M anifesto, and for their role in drafting and reviewing the various versions of the document.
Specid thanksaso go to our Technica Review and Advisory Team aswell asthe Peer Reviewers
whofoundtimeto review and provideeditorid adviceon thedraft M anifesto.

Theproduction of thisGhanaYouth M anifesto would not have been possible but for the support
of various partners. We wish to thank the U nited N ations D emocracy Fund, Crossing Borders,
and the U nited N ations D evelopment Progranmefor their financid support. We dso thank the
Ghana Community Radio N etwork for their cooperation on the Youth Radio aspects of the
"Voicesof Youth' project which madeit possible to reach even more young peoplein very remote
aress.

To dl thosewho havein oneway or the other contributed to the GhanaYouth M anifesto process
but which havenot been mentioned here, wesay 'thank you' for thegood work.
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Thereisgrowing atention to theimportance of involving young people asactorsin
their own right throughout dl the stages and processes of our nation's development.
Slowly but surely, many stakeholders are redising that investing in youth means a
commitment not only to their improved well-being and livelihoods but dso to the
economic, socid and cultura development of future generations and that falureto
makesuch investmentscan result in steep societa costs.

The Youth Empowerment Synergy (YES-Ghana) has long recognised that the
imagination, ideasand energy of young men and women arevitd for the continuing
development of the societiesin which they live. At YES-Ghana, we believe that the nature and qudlity of
young peopleslives, aswell asthe future of Ghanads socid and economic development, depend largely on
how well young people navigeate the transitiona period from a protected childhood to adulthood of self-
determination. Thisiswhy we continue to work with various stakeholders to expand opportunities for
youth to participatein and benefit from our nation'sdevel opment.

Our 'Voicesof Youth' project deepensour commitment to workingfor increased attention and investments
on critica youth issuesin Ghandsdevelopment agenda, given rising concernsover insufficient atention to
criticd issues affecting youth in our naion. Through this project, we have provided an opportunity for
youth to articulae their concerns and to make policy input through the mechanism of the Ghana Youth
M anifesto.

Thedevelopment of the Ghana Youth M anifesto marksanew eraof meaningful youth participation in the
development of our nation. It represents the first ever effort by Ghanaian youth to work together in
providing recommendations and ideas for concrete action for policies and programmesthat addresstheir
everyday reditiesand chalenges. The key policy messagesthat form the foundation of the recommended
actionscontained in thisM anifesto can besummarised asfollows:

« Recognise, address and respond to youth asadistinct but heterogeneous population group, with
particular needsand capacitieswhich ssem from their formativeage;

o Build the capabilities and expand the choices of young people by enhancing their accessto and
participationin al dimensionsof society;

e Cadyseinvesment in youth sothat they consistently havethe proper resources, information and
opportunitiestoredisetheir full potential;

¢ Improve the public support available to youth from ad-hoc or last-minute to consistent and
mainstreamed;

¢ Promote partnerships, cooperaion and the strengthening of ingtitutiond capacity that contribute
tomoresolidinvesmentsin youth; and

¢ Includeyoung people and their representative associationsat al stages of the policy development
and implementation process.

While some of the recommended actions contained in this M anifesto may be achieved in the short term,
otherscan only beimplemented effectively with long-term commitment and recognition by stakeholders
that improvingthelivesof youth isaforward-looking processthat itself requirescooperation, intitutiond
support and vita partnerships across society and acrossthe different spheres of governance. It istherefore
my hope tha the Manifesto will help pave the way for more youth opportunities, empowerment and
inclusion. .

EMMANUEL EDUDZIE
Executive Director, Youth Empowerment Synergy &
Convenor, Youth Manifesto Coalition



We, young people, aged between 15 and 35 years, maeand female, hailing from dl ten regionsof
Ghana, of diverse backgrounds, from different faiths and beliefs, from cities and villages, with
varying abilities and chalenges, and congtituting the Voices of Youth Codition - a nationwide
network of over 221 youth groups and 423,457 individuds, dtogether reaching over amillion
youth asof October 2012;

Having been actively involved in the 'Voices of Youth™ project initiated by the Youth
Empowerment Synergy through which we have built our capacitiesfor effective participation in
nationa devel opment processes,

Inspired by the Constitution of the Republic of Ghana, the African Youth Charter, and theU nited
N ations World Programme on Youth dl of which recognise the importance of young people’ s
rolein poverty reduction and development;

Appadled by the conditionsof poverty and hardship, deprivation and exclusion of rura and urban
poor, themgority of which areyoungpeople;

Concerned about theinsufficient attention to youth issuesin nationd development policy and the
lack of structuresfor effectiveyouth participation in thevarioussectorsof Ghana sdevelopment;

N oting the centrd role of youth in the economic, socid and politicd development in Ghanaand
our potentid to contributeascurrent and futureleaders,

Recognisingtha asyoung peoplewehavearesponsbility to position ourselvesasformidableand
trusted actorsin thedevelopment process,

Working in unison to place youth issues more prominently on the nationa development agenda
by offeringconcretedternativepolicy options;

Rededicating ourselvesto the struggle for ajust, independent, democratic, peaceful and gender-
equd society;

Pledgingto uphold thevauesof integrity, responsibility and respect for diversity;

Determined to support inclusive nationd development initiatives as basis for effective politica
and economicchangein Ghang;

Confident that with organization and fortitude we can make adifference to the situation of the
current and futuregenerationsaike;

Convinced that aGhana Youth M anifesto which provides acommon platform for action by al
stakeholdersisnecessary for effectiveadvocacy for youth-inclusivenationa development;

H ereby adopt thisGhanaYouth manifesto in furtherance of maximisingthecontribution of youth
totheinclusive, gender-equd, democraticrights based development of our homeland Ghana
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INTRODUCTION




WHAT IS THE YOUTH MANIFESTO?

TheGhanaYouth M anifestoisacomprehensive
compilation of youth policy options and
proposasto place our issuesand perspectivesa
the heart of Ghanads 2012 elections agenda, and
thereafter form the basis for nationa youth
policy. It contains our views, aspirations,
perspectivesand issues, and coversmost aspects
of contemporary youth development issues,
taking into account internationally agreed
frameworks such as the World Programme of
Action for Youth and the African Youth Charter.
The Ghana Youth M anifesto isthe outcome of
our own interconnected efforts and those of
various stakeholders in youth development in
Ghana Therefore it is owned by our broad
congtituency of youth from dl pats of the
country. Itisanon-partisan document.

HY A YOUTH MANIFESTO?

The Ghana Youth Manifesto is a youth-led
response to the need for more concerted and
coordinated effortsto addressing critica issues
affecting us. On the one hand, it serves as a
rdlying point for us and our organisations to
work together with one voice to advocate for
more atention to our issuesat dl levels. On the
other hand, it isan innovation which goesastep
further by providing concrete dternative policy
options on the decison-making table. The
ultimate god therefore is to achieve a more
inclusive public policy decision-making process
inGhana

HOW WAS THE YOUTH MANIFESTO
PREPARED?

The GhanaYouth M anifesto isthe product of a
year-long collaborative effort that we young
people have coordinated under the "Voices of
Youth' project implemented by the Youth
Empowerment Synergy (YES-Ghana) with the
active support and participation of key
stakeholders, including representatives of civil
society, United Nations and internaiona
development agencies, the academia, relevant
government agencies, and the media The
Ghana Youth Manifesto emerges out of a
coordinated process of building a broad
congtituency and developing individud and
group capecities.

Through a series of consultations with youth
groups across the country, the Voices of Youth
Codition was created as the umbrella body
through which the process of developing the
Manifesto would be coordinated. Members
have selected interim executives who lead the
Codition.

A series of capacity building and training
workshops were held for leaders of the various
groups in the Voices of Youth Codition.
Between March and June 2012, seven capecity
building workshops were held dtogether
reaching 300 Youth Advocaes from al ten
regions of Ghana. These include Youth
Advocacy and Active Citizenship Training
workshopsin Accra, Takoradi and Tamade; two
Participatory Community Radio Production
Training workshops in Accra a combined
sesson of Youth Media Skills and Advocacy
Training workshop in Accras and a Peace-
building and Conflict Prevention Traning
workshopin Tamae.

A Writing and Coordination Taskforce
comprising 15 competitively selected youth
leaders from across the country was created to
oversee the development of the M anifesto from
gart to finish with support from the Voices of
Youth daff a YES-Ghana Specificdly, the
Taskforce developed aframework for preparing
the Manifesto, format and processes for
collecting input from youth and other
stakeholders, and actudly drafted thematic
summariesof theinputsreceived.

Based on the capecities developed in earlier
workshops, the Youth Advocates were deployed
through variousmediumsto collect inputsfrom
young people and stakeholders at the
community, district and regiond levelsin an al-
inclusve manner. Locd community forumsin
over 400 locations provided entry points for
many unreached youth to speak and be heard.
Symposiumsin tertiary ingtitutions provided an
opportunity for many studentsto contribute to
the M anifesto. Symposiums for youth wings of
some politicd parties ensured that politicdly
active youth were not left out of the process.
Partnership with the Ghana Community Radio
N etwork ensured that youth media volunteers
produced severd progranmes on dl twelve

|I Ghana
2 Youth Manifesto



community radio stations across Ghana
reaching large numbers in locd communities
and collecting their inputs for the M anifesto.
Through the project website and socid media
plaforms, many young people and other
members of the Ghanaian society who have
access to the internet contributed their own
input in very creative ways. Altogether, these
activities yielded thousands of inputs mainly in
written form, either as individua responses
based on a specid input collection template
developed by the project team, or as activity
reports indicating youth positions and
recommendations. The project team therefore
developed adatabaseof dl inputsreceived.

Based on dl theinputsreceived, theWritingand
Coordination Taskforce prepared thematic
summaries, clustering the inputs under twelve
thematicissuesbefore developing afirst draft of
the M anifesto with the support of the "Voice of
Youth' project saff. This initid draft was
subjected to thorough review by young people
through various platforms, including an online
consultation and a review workshop held in
Accra Thisled to the development of asecond
draft.

The second draft document was presented to a
team of experts and development practitioners
to provide technicad advice for shaping the
document during a Technicd Review and
Advisory workshop held in Accra Expertsfrom
the United N aions, civil society, research and
academic ingtitutions, and the private sector
reviewed the draft Manifesto's conformity to
internationa frameworks and processes, and
checked for thematic cohesion, among others.
Based on the outcome of this review, the draft
M anifesto received further fine-tuning, leading
toathird draft.

Afind stepin theprocesswasthegatheringof dl
stakeholders @ avdidaion workshop a which
members of the taskforce, executives of the
Voices of Youth Codition, and some technicd
experts, as well as an editor and a designer
conducted a thorough content anayss of the
find draft before approving the document for
press.

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC)
provided much needed oversight for ensuring
that theprocesswent through smoothly.

HOW IS THIS YOUTH MANIFESTO
ORGANISED?

This Ghana Youth Manifesto seeks to place
youth issues more prominently on the naiond
development agendain Ghana Whilereflecting
the views, perspectives and aspirations of young
people and partnersin youth development, the
M anifesto dso draws from nationd, regiond,
and international youth development
frameworks including the Constitution of
Ghana, the African Youth Charter, and the
World Programmeof Action for Youth, aswell as
guidelines, tools, standards, and research
developed by the United Nations, non-
governmenta organisations, and academic
indtitutions.

The Ghana Youth Manifesto is divided into
three parts. Part | - Introdudion provides some
background information on the Manifesto
including its purpose and the processes used in
developingit.

Part 1l - Cadl to Adion highlights key thematic
issuesunder three broad clustersthat reflect the
chdlengesyouth encounter. Thecontent of each
cluster moves from examining the concept of
each priority areaand how it is experienced by
youth, to actions that can enhance the
enjoyment of rights, opportunities, and the
qudity of life of young men and women. This
forma was chosen because it would have the
most practica resonancewith policymakers.

T he actions recommended in the Ghana Youth
M anifesto are directed towards dl stakeholders
in youth development, including government,
civil society, the private sector, U nited N aions
agencies, donors and the international
community, young people themselves, among
others. Thus, it isimportant for dl stakeholders
to recognise that investing in youth cdls for
cooperdtion, ingitutiona support, and vitd
partnerships across society and the different
spheres of governance. Thisis captured in Part
[11- CdlaborativeEffart.
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POVERTYREDUCTION

Even with the considerable growthin the Ghanaian
economy and the improvements in standards of
living in recent years, poverty still plagues the lives
of many young people in the country. We are
experiencing poverty not only through financial
limitations but also through limitations in access to
public services such as clean water, adequate
transportation, health care, and education.
Unfortunately, we have been overlooked in
Ghana's poverty reduction strategies as current
data on poverty estimates do not accurately
capture our experiences. One reason for this
situation is the static definition of poverty by the
agencies responsible, typically measured in terms
of household income or expenditures. Such a
definition tends to focus on persistent poverty
among the long-term poverty often caused by
entrenched structural, social or economic factors
such as location or access to education or health
care. But our kind of poverty — youth poverty — is
situational and prone to short-term fluctuations.
For us, poverty also means a denial of choices and
opportunities, the lack of basic capacity to
participate effectively in society, nothaving enough
to cater for our basic needs, not havinga school ora
clinic to go to, not having the land on which to grow
our food or ajob to earn a living, not having access
to credit,amongothers.

Actions

1. Improve the lives of young people from rural
areasby:

A. Initiatingabroad approach to education that
includes programmes that target older youth
who have left school at a young age to work in
agriculture;

B. Including an explicit agricultural growth
strategy with a role for youth in mainstream
povertyreduction efforts;

C. Using the rural or agricultural environment
to enhanceand provide context tolearning;

D. Promoting the provision of agricultural
creditschemes;

E. Providing information on how to increase
agricultural productivity; and

F. Facilitating the movement of new
technologies beyond urban centres to mitigate
feelings of rural socialand economicisolation.

2. Improve the lives of young people from
urbanareasby:

A. Including poorer youth who reside in slum
or peripheralareasin programmes that target the
urban youth labour market; access to jobs and
services in urban environments for youth in
urban areas should also entail payments for
publictransportation;

B. Facilitating access to financial institutions so
that poor and low-income youth can save, access
credit,and accamulate assets;

C. Countingurban youth thatlive in peripheral
areas, overcrowded buildings and illegal
settlements so that official poverty statistics do
notundercuturban pooryouth. Those nolonger
living with their families risk being overlooked
and excluded from poverty reduction measures;
and

D. Improving access to sanitation and clean
waterinslums.

EDUCATION & TRAINING

Education is a basic human right and helps us
realise our human potential. As young people,
education forms our knowledge an

competencies that allow us to thrive at home, in
the work place and throughout our lifetime.
While education enhances opportunities, it also
promotes critical and creative thinking, problem
solving skills, informed decision-making, self-
esteem, teamwork, and language skills and is a
precondition for community participation, food
security, healthy lifestyles and peaceful societies.
Therightto educationis one thatall childrenand
youth in Ghana must be able to access. Youth
who drop out of school are more vulnerable to
poverty, abuse, HIV/AIDS, hazardous labour,
and living in the street and are less likely to
acquire the skills needed for the labour market.
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